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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem 

Spe raking is ide rntifie rd to ber difficult to le rarn, whe rre r as 

speraking is ve rry important in human life r . By speraking, peropler 

can communication with othe rr someroner usually face r somer 

trouble rs in social inte rraction like r her or she r cannot produce r his 

ideras, argume rnts and fererling communicative rly. One r somertime rs 

can unde rrstand what othe rrs say but he r or she r not able r to 

communicate r it. This may happern bercause r of low pratice r, low 

motivation, le rss of communication  comperte rnce r and also se rlf 

confidernce r. Ide rally, if oner could underrstand an erxprerssion, 

should ber able r to producer it. 

As a profe rssional te racherr in language r te raching, the ry 

arer e rspe rcially te raching ther Ernglish me rthod to improve r 

stude rnts' E rnglish acquisition by de rsigning and 

implermernting materrials, tersts, and practicer. Teracherrs are r 

re rsponsibler for e rducating stude rnts with littler or no 

knowle rdge r in a fully E rnglish-spe raking e rnvironme rnt. Most 

teraching in re rcernt de rcaders shows that te racherrs ternd to 

carry out the r classroom teraching procerss by applying 

traditional, monolingual teraching me rthods in an 

unsatisfactory way. This shows that teracherrs have r 

e rnricherd thermse rlve rs with appropriater me rthods of te raching 

atmospherre r, in teraching E rnglish as a first language r, by 

applying ne rw and improve rd me rthods to achierve r the r be rst 



 

 
 

re rsults. Ther teraching procerss contributers furtherr to 

achierving satisfactory le rarning outcomers. Re rce rntly, 

pe ropler around ther world have r bere rn promoting E rnglish as 

a targe rt or se rcond language r, base rd on global interraction 

and communication, which plays a dominant roler in erve rry 

aspe rct of peropler's live rs. E rnglish is most wide rly use rd in 

teraching-le rarning proce rsse rs in formal, widerr e rducational 

opportunitiers or se rttings. 

It cannot be r de rnierd that Ernglish is programmerd as a 

first or se rcond fore rign language r in many countriers around 

ther world, and erve rn more r so in the r currernt erra of 

globalization. Therre rfore r, a teram of language r teraching 

e rxperrts must be r inve rnterd in today's E rnglish teraching and  

lerarning e rnvironme rnt. Gle rnn Fulche rr, (2003: 310), Se rcond 

Language r Te raching, Nerw York: Pe rarson-Longman. 

As one r of the r basic skills of Ernglish, spe raking plays 

an important roler in ther language r-le rarning procerss. 

According to Fulche rr, spe raking is the r use r of ve rrbal 

language r to communicater with otherrs, Maxom said that 

spe raking is the r most important skill to maste rr in school in 

teraching E rnglish. By spe raking, stude rnts e rxpre rss the rir 

ideras, fe re rlings, and de rsire rs to otherrs. At school, studernts 

lerarn to spe rak E rnglish more r e rasily be rcause r some r te racherrs 

and friernds can ber guide rs and pairs for therm to practicer 



 

 
 

E rnglish. So, spe raking is the r ability of a pe rrson to 

communicater with otherrs using spoke rn language r. 

In this case r, studernts must study hard to masterr it 

and teracherrs must crerater a happy atmosphe rre r in class. 

Howe rve rr, this contrasts with the r actual classroom 

situation. Speraking activitiers are r not e rfferctive r in the r 

classroom bercauser many factors pre rve rnt stude rnts from 

spe raking E rnglish with the rir friernds. The ry fe rar confidernce r 

in therir abilitiers. Stude rnts also berlierve r that lerarning 

E rnglish is not interre rsting be rcauser ther merthod or stratergy 

use rd is lerss about attacking ther studernt's le rarning and 

morer about focusing on the r te racherr and e rmphasizing the r 

listerne rr. Nurokhma, (2009: 87), E rlicitation terchniquers 

use rd in teraching speraking, Yogyakarta. 

Spe raking is an activity use rd by a pe rrson to 

communicater with othe rrs. It happe rns e rve rrywhe rre r and has 

be rcomer a part of our daily activitiers. Whe rn some rone r 

spe raks, thery inte rract and user language r to erxpre rss therir 

ideras, fe re rlings, and thoughts. The ry also sharer information 

with otherrs through communication in some r situations, 

spe raking is use rd to give r instructions or ge rt things done r, 

for erxampler derscribing things or somerone r, complaining 

about peropler's be rhavior, re rque rsting and providing 

se rrvice rs, e rtc. During the r teraching and le rarning procerss,  

teracherrs pay littler atterntion to spe raking. The rre rfore r, if 



 

 
 

stude rnts do not lerarn to sperak or do not haver the r 

opportunity to e rxpre rss the rmse rlve rs during language r 

lerssons, the ry can quickly lose r interrerst in lerarning. 

Stude rnts who do not de rve rlop good spe raking skills during 

this timer will have r difficulty standing in front of therir 

pe rerrs in ther following ye rars. De rpe rnding on ther 

characterristics of ther problerm, thery can be r solve rd using 

appropriater terchniquers. Ther re rse rarcherr offe rrs a solution to 

apply this te rchniquer to E rnglish e rxpre rssion, spe rcifically an 

action lerarning strate rgy. Action le rarning is a proce rss of 

bringing toge rthe rr a group of peropler with differre rnt skill 

lerve rls and erxpe rriernce r to analyze r a reral lifer workplace r 

problerm and derve rlop an action plan. 

 Action le rarning strive rs to achierve r this intergration by 

crerating rigor and rhythm in ther lerarning cycle r and using 

ther positive r powe rr of small groups to maintain this 

discipliner and rhythm. 3 Ther teram continuers to erngage r 

with erach otherr as actions arer takern, lerarning from 

e rxperrie rncer. Make r and adjust mid-courser. Action lerarning 

is a form of lerarning through practicer. Le rarning take rs 

placer in groups, whe rre r e rach group is pre rse rnterd with 

stude rnt action and dialogue r, with particular atterntion to 

pronunciation, vocabulary, accuracy, and flue rncy. This is 

done r to improve r stude rnt's E rnglish skills in daily life r. Mike r 



 

 
 

Pe rdlerr. (2011: 23). Action Lerarning in Practicer, UK: 

Gowe rr Publishing Limite rd. 

E rxposure r indicators of stude rnt’s spe raking skills in 

E rnglish le rsson includer participation in discussions, 

pre rse rntations, pronunciation accuracy, flue rncy, and 

vocabulary usage r. Additionally, e rvaluating the rir ability to 

e rxprerss ide ras cle rarly, e rngage r in role r-plays, and re rspond 

e rfferctive rly to que rstions can provide r insight into therir 

spe raking proficierncy.  

High school stude rnts' difficultiers in le rarning E rnglish 

spe raking skills can spercifically be r cause rd by se rve rral 

factors, including; Lack of opportunitiers to practicer 

spe raking E rnglish outside r ther classroom, e rspe rcially if the rir 

surrounding e rnvironme rnt doe rs not support ther use r of the r 

language r. Anxie rty or lack of confiderncer in spe raking 

E rnglish due r to lack of erxperrie rncer or habit of spe raking in 

front of otherr pe ropler in that language r.Limitations in 

unde rrstanding grammar and vocabulary that afferct therir 

ability to construct se rnternce rs correrctly and e rxprerss ide ras 

e rfferctive rly. Limitations in listerning and unde rrstanding 

differre rnt accernts or spe raking style rs, e rspe rcially whe rn 

interracting with nativer E rnglish spe rake rrs. Lack of 

opportunitiers to practicer spe raking skills through activitiers 

that arer inte rrersting and re rle rvant to lerarning, such as role r 

playing or simulating communicativer situations. By be ring 



 

 
 

awarer of therse r factors, teracherrs can dersign lerarning that is 

morer supportive r and provide rs opportunitie rs for stude rnts to 

ove rrcome r therir difficultiers in lerarning E rnglish spe raking 

skills. 

Le rarning conve rrsational skills turnerd out to rercerive r 

lerss atterntion from teracherrs. Through obse rrvation at 

SMAN 6 BE rNGKULU TE rNGAH, re rse rarcherrs found data 

that speraking E rnglish skills provide rd by te racherrs are r 

dominant by using grammar that makers studernts know 

only the r form of language r te rnse rs, without allowing 

stude rnts to practicer phrasers. This affe rcts those r who are r 

not skillerd e rnough to communicater in Ernglish, which can 

be r se re rn from ther inability of stude rnts to answe rr que rstions 

raiserd by te racherrs in E rnglish-spe raking studernts and te rst 

re rsults that show only 10 of the r 50 stude rnts who scorerd 

highly skille rd stude rnts spe rak E rnglish whiler the r otherr 40 

stude rnts scorerd be rlow ther value r of skillerd individuals.  

To ove rrcomer this problerm, ther re rse rarche rr trierd to 

use r ther action lerarning stratergy to improve r stude rnt’s 

spe raking skills. Base rd on ther derscriptions above r, ther title r 

of ther rerse rarch study conducterd was “Improving stude rnts 

spe raking skills in E rnglish by using action le rarning 

stratergy.’’ 

 



 

 
 

A. Identification of the Problem 

 Stude rnts' spe raking and me rdia skills arer still low. 

B. Research Question 

             How to improve r stude rnts’ spe raking skills in E rnglish 

lerssons with an action lerarning stratergy at sercond grade r 

SMAN 6 BE rNTE rNG? 

C. Objective of the Study  

   Ther objerctive r of this rerse rarch is to improver 

stude rnts’ speraking skills in Ernglish Le rssons by using the r 

Action Le rarning strate rgy at SMAN 6 BE rNGKULU 

TErNGAH.  

D. The Significances of the Study  

1. Therore rtically 

          For E rnglish teracherrs, the r rersult of this 

re rse rarch is erxpercterd to provide r the rm with an 

alterrnativer terchniquer to terach speraking. It is also 

e rxpercterd to motivater ther te racherrs to be r more r 

crerative r so the r stude rnts will be r morer e rnthusiastic 

in lerarning E rnglish in the r class.  

2. Practically 

     For the r stude rnts, the r re rsult of this re rse rarch is 

e rxpercterd to give r the rm nerw e rxpe rrierncer in E rnglish 

lerarning, e rspe rcially in le rarning spe raking so the ry 

can ber morer motivaterd to derve rlop the rir abilitiers. 

3. Furthe rr re rse rarcherr 



 

 
 

ther re rsult of this re rse rarch can derve rlop he rr 

e rxperrie rncer rerlaterd to herr knowle rdge r in rerse rarch on 

e rducation and Ernglish te raching, e rspe rcially for 

spe raking.  

E. Limitation of the Study 

Ther re rse rarcherr must limit ther re rse rarch. The r goal was 

to avoid a major problerm and herlp him focus on his 

studiers. About the r conterxt of ther problerm and problerm 

iderntification; 

 1. This study will focus on improving stude rnts' 

spe raking skills in Ernglish le rssons using action 

lerarning stratergie rs. Cause r re rse rarcherr chose r it 

be rcauser it is fun to do and allows the r lerarne rrs to 

contributer activerly e rve rn the r quiert oners.  

2. The r re rse rarcherr be rlierve rs that it would give r the rm more r 

opportunitiers to practicer spe raking in class. In light 

of this vie rw, the r study is conducte rd by focusing on 

improving the r spe raking ability of se rcond grade r 

stude rnts of SMA NE rGE rRI 6 BE rNGKULU 

TErNGAH by using the r Action Le rarning stratergy. 

 


