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CONCLUSION 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the results of this study, it can be concluded that 

collaborative learning has a strong and significant effect on the 

English proficiency of fifth-grade students at SDN 60 Bengkulu 

Utara. Quantitative data from pre-tests and post-tests revealed a 

substantial improvement, with the mean score increasing from 

39.58 to 72.13, moving students from low/very low categories to 

high/very high categories. The paired sample t-test confirmed the 

statistical significance of this improvement, indicating that the 

implementation of collaborative learning directly contributed to 

students’ enhanced competence in key English skills, including 

vocabulary, reading, writing, speaking, and grammar. These 

findings demonstrate that collaborative learning not only 

improves academic outcomes but also promotes more consistent 

and equitable learning achievement across the classroom. 

Qualitative data from classroom observations, in-depth 

interviews with the teacher, and Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) 

with students further supported the quantitative results. Students 

showed noticeable behavioral and social-emotional changes, 

including increased confidence, enthusiasm, and activeness 

during learning activities. Peer support emerged as a critical 

factor, as students helped each other with vocabulary, 

pronunciation, writing, and understanding instructions, 

effectively functioning as scaffolding within Vygotsky’s Zone of 
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Proximal Development. In addition, students reported enjoying 

the collaborative activities, perceiving them as fun and engaging, 

which increased their intrinsic motivation and willingness to 

participate actively in group discussions, role-plays, and 

kinesthetic practices. 

Several supporting factors were identified as key 

contributors to the success of collaborative learning. The first was 

peer assistance, which helped students overcome difficulties and 

participate more confidently. Second, the use of concrete and 

visual media, such as toy money, number cards, and pictures of 

body parts, made learning more contextual and meaningful, 

helping students connect English vocabulary with real-world 

representations. Third, the variety of activities, including role-

play, writing, drawing, and kinesthetic exercises, accommodated 

diverse learning styles and maintained students’ engagement. 

Fourth, the teacher’s active role as facilitator ensured guidance, 

motivation, and corrective feedback for all students. Lastly, the 

overall enjoyable classroom atmosphere enhanced students’ 

comfort, reduced fear of making mistakes, and encouraged risk-

taking in language use. 

Despite these successes, the study also identified several 

challenges in implementing collaborative learning. Unequal 

participation was observed, with some more skilled students 

dominating group activities while others were passive. 

Vocabulary errors, including mispronunciations and spelling 

mistakes, still occurred frequently, requiring ongoing teacher 
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intervention. Additionally, time limitations prevented all students 

from fully demonstrating their skills or receiving individualized 

feedback. These challenges suggest the need for careful 

classroom management, structured group roles, and more 

strategic scaffolding to ensure that every student can actively 

engage and benefit equally from collaborative learning activities. 

In conclusion, collaborative learning at SDN 60 Bengkulu 

Utara proved to be an effective and impactful instructional 

strategy. It significantly improved students’ English proficiency, 

enhanced motivation, encouraged active participation, and 

fostered positive social interaction and emotional engagement. 

By combining peer support, engaging media, varied activities, 

and teacher facilitation, collaborative learning not only enhanced 

academic performance but also created a meaningful and 

enjoyable learning environment. These findings align with 

previous studies, which highlight that collaborative learning 

strengthens communication competence, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and problem-solving skills among young EFL 

learners, providing a strong foundation for future educational 

practices in elementary classrooms. 

B. Suggestion 

Based on the research results, some suggestions were given as 

follows: 

1. For Teachers 

Teachers are encouraged to implement collaborative 

learning strategies in the classroom consistently, considering 
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the positive impact on students’ English proficiency, 

motivation, and social interaction. Teachers should carefully 

plan group activities, ensuring balanced participation among 

students by assigning roles and monitoring group dynamics. 

Structured group roles can prevent domination by more 

skilled students and encourage passive students to actively 

contribute. 

Additionally, teachers are advised to utilize diverse 

and engaging learning media, including visual, concrete, and 

kinesthetic tools, to cater to different learning styles and 

reinforce vocabulary, grammar, and communication skills. 

Providing continuous feedback, scaffolding difficult tasks, 

and facilitating peer support are also essential strategies to 

enhance students’ learning outcomes. Time management is 

crucial, so teachers should plan activities to allow each 

student adequate opportunities to practice and present their 

work. Lastly, creating a positive, safe, and enjoyable 

classroom atmosphere will further increase students’ intrinsic 

motivation and willingness to participate actively in 

collaborative learning. 

2. For Students 

Based on the findings of this study, students are 

encouraged to actively engage in collaborative learning 

activities to maximize their English learning outcomes. 

Students should take initiative in participating in group 

discussions, role-plays, and collaborative writing tasks, 
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ensuring that all members contribute and share ideas. By 

actively helping peers, students not only improve their own 

understanding but also reinforce their classmates’ learning, 

which aligns with the concept of peer scaffolding in 

Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development. 

Students are also advised to take advantage of various 

learning media provided, such as visual aids, toy money, 

number cards, and body-part images, to enhance vocabulary 

retention and comprehension. Engaging fully in these 

activities, including kinesthetic and real-life context practices, 

will help students connect English learning to everyday life 

and reduce fear of making mistakes. Moreover, students 

should develop habits of self-correction and peer feedback to 

improve their pronunciation, spelling, and overall language 

skills. Building confidence through repeated practice and 

cooperative engagement is essential for achieving higher 

proficiency in English. 

3. For Future Researchers 

Future researchers are recommended to expand the 

scope of collaborative learning studies by involving larger 

sample sizes or different grade levels to provide more 

generalizable results. Researchers may also explore the long-

term effects of collaborative learning on students’ English 

proficiency, including retention of vocabulary, speaking 

fluency, and writing skills. Incorporating additional research 

instruments, such as observation rubrics for speaking and 
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writing or video recordings of group interactions, could 

provide deeper insights into students’ collaborative processes 

and social-emotional development. 

Future studies could also examine the integration of 

technology-based collaborative learning tools, such as online 

discussion platforms, educational apps, or virtual classrooms, 

to enhance engagement, particularly in situations where face-

to-face interaction is limited. Moreover, comparative studies 

between traditional learning methods and collaborative 

learning models could be conducted to provide clearer 

evidence of the effectiveness of collaborative approaches. 

Lastly, qualitative research focusing on the emotional and 

motivational aspects of collaborative learning may further 

enrich understanding of how peer interaction and teacher 

facilitation contribute to students’ overall language 

development.
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