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MOTTO 

 

"Allah tidak membebani seseorang melainkan sesuai  

dengan kadar kesanggupannya.”  

(QS. Al-Baqarah: 286) 

 

“Jika kamu mencari seseorang yang akan mengubah hidupmu  

lihatlah pada cermin, tidak ada seorang suci tanpa masa lalu  

tidak ada orang berdosa tanpa masa depan” 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Vevi 

Pebriani 

 

: THE EFFECTIVENESS OF USING SMALL 

GROUP DISCUSSION TO IMPROVE 

STUDENTS’ CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS IN 

ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND 

CHARACTER EDUCATION IN GRADE XI OF 

SMA NEGERI 4 SELUMA REGENCY 

 

This study aims to determine the effectiveness of using the 

Small Group Discussion (SGD) method in improving students' 

critical thinking skills in Islamic Religious Education and 

Character Education (PAI and Budi Pekerti) in Grade XI of SMA 

Negeri 4 Seluma Regency. The research employed a quantitative 

approach with a One-Group Pretest-Posttest design. The 

research instrument was a critical thinking test that had been 

validated for its validity and reliability using the Product Moment 

and Cronbach’s Alpha analysis. The results showed that 25 out of 

30 test items were valid, and the reliability coefficient was 0.731, 

indicating the instrument was sufficiently reliable. The hypothesis 

testing was conducted using two methods: the Paired Samples T-

Test and the Mann-Whitney U-Test. The t-test results showed a 

significant difference between the pretest and posttest scores (Sig. 

2-tailed = 0.000 < 0.05), and the Mann-Whitney U-Test 

reinforced this finding with a significance value of 0.000. These 

results prove that the Small Group Discussion method is effective 

in enhancing students' critical thinking skills. The application of 

SGD encourages active participation, social interaction, and the 

development of students' higher-order thinking skills. This study 

provides a significant contribution to the development of active 

learning strategies aligned with the principles of the Kurikulum 

k-13. It is hoped that these findings can serve as a reference for 

teachers and policymakers in improving the quality of teaching, 

especially in the subjects of Islamic Religious Education and 

Character Education. 

Keywords : Small Group Discussion, Critical Thinking, Islamic 

Religious Education, Character Education, Active 

Learning, Kurikulum k-13 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Vevi 

Pebriani 

 

: EFEKTIVITAS PENGGUNAAN SMALL 

GROUP DISCUSSION TERHADAP 

PENINGKATAN KEMAMPUAN BERPIKIR 

KRITIS SISWA DALAM PEMBELAJARAN 

PAI DAN BUDI PEKERTI DI KELAS XI SMA 

N 4 KABUPATEN SELUMA 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui efektivitas 

penggunaan metode Small Group Discussion (SGD) terhadap 

peningkatan kemampuan berpikir kritis siswa dalam 

pembelajaran Pendidikan Agama Islam dan Budi Pekerti di kelas 

XI SMA Negeri 4 Kabupaten Seluma. Metode penelitian yang 

digunakan adalah pendekatan kuantitatif dengan desain One-

Group Pretest-Posttest. Instrumen penelitian berupa tes berpikir 

kritis yang telah diuji validitas dan reliabilitasnya melalui analisis 

Product Moment dan Cronbach’s Alpha, dengan hasil bahwa 25 

dari 30 butir soal dinyatakan valid dan nilai reliabilitas sebesar 

0,731 menunjukkan instrumen cukup andal. Uji hipotesis 

dilakukan menggunakan dua metode, yaitu Paired Samples T-

Test. Hasil t-test menunjukkan adanya perbedaan signifikan 

antara nilai pretest dan posttest (Sig. 2-tailed = 0,000 < 0,05). Hal 

ini membuktikan bahwa metode Small Group Discussion efektif 

dalam meningkatkan kemampuan berpikir kritis siswa. Penerapan 

metode SGD mendorong partisipasi aktif, interaksi sosial, dan 

pengembangan keterampilan berpikir tingkat tinggi siswa. 

Penelitian ini memberikan kontribusi signifikan terhadap 

pengembangan strategi pembelajaran aktif yang selaras dengan 

prinsip k-13. Diharapkan hasil ini menjadi rujukan bagi guru dan 

pemangku kebijakan dalam meningkatkan kualitas pembelajaran, 

khususnya dalam mata pelajaran PAI dan Budi Pekerti. 

 
 

Kata Kunci : Small Group Discussion, Berpikir Kritis, 

Pendidikan Agama Islam, PAI dan Budi Pekerti, 

Pembelajaran Aktif, Kurikulum k-13 
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