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ABSTRAK 

 

Fenti elfina juita, 2223270004, Tadris Ilmu Pengetahuan 

Sosial, Dinamika Sosial Ekonomi Petani Karet: Studi 

Masyarakat Desa Talang Sali Kecamatan Seluma Timur 

Kabupaten Seluma 

Penelitian ini dilatarbelakangi oleh kondisi sosial 

ekonomi masyarakat Desa Talang Sali yang sangat bergantung 

pada komoditas karet sebagai sumber penghidupan utama, 

namun menghadapi tekanan akibat fluktuasi harga yang tidak 

stabil. Ketidakstabilan tersebut tidak hanya berdampak pada 

aspek ekonomi, tetapi juga memicu transformasi dalam struktur 

sosial masyarakat desa. Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk 

mendeskripsikan dinamika sosial ekonomi petani karet serta 

mengidentifikasi bentuk-bentuk perubahan sosial yang muncul 

dalam kehidupan masyarakat Desa Talang Sali. Metode 

penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif 

dengan teknik pengumpulan data melalui observasi lapangan, 

wawancara mendalam terhadap tujuh petani karet, satu 

tengkulak, dan perangkat desa, serta dokumentasi. Pengecekan 

keabsahan data dilakukan melalui triangulasi sumber dan 

triangulasi teknik berdasarkan kriteria kredibilitas, 

transferabilitas, dependabilitas, dan konfirmabilitas.Hasil 

penelitian menunjukkan bahwa dinamika sosial ekonomi petani 

karet di Desa Talang Sali ditandai oleh tiga hal utama. Pertama, 

fluktuasi sssspendapatan yang signifikan, di mana pendapatan 

petani saat ini berkisar antara Rp1.200.000 hingga Rp2.700.000 

per bulan, turun dari kisaran Rp2.000.000 hingga Rp3.200.000 

pada periode sebelumnya, sehingga menciptakan siklus 

kerentanan ekonomi struktural. Kedua, ketergantungan terhadap 

tengkulak yang membentuk relasi patron–klien berbasis 

kepercayaan dan ikatan hutang- piutang, yang secara struktural 

memperlemah posisi tawar petani. Ketiga, diversifikasi mata 

pencaharian sebagai strategi adaptif, di mana petani menjalankan 

pekerjaan sampingan seperti buruh bangunan, ojek, dan 

berdagang, meskipun masih bersifat informal. Adapun bentuk-

bentuk perubahan sosial yang ditemukan meliputi: pergeseran 
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pola mata pencaharian dari ketergantungan tunggal pada karet 

menuju pekerjaan non-pertanian; melemahnya nilai gotong 

royong dan perubahan hubungan sosial yang semakin 

transaksional; serta perubahan orientasi generasi muda yang 

semakin tidak berminat meneruskan profesi petani karet, 

sehingga mengancam keberlanjutan transmisi pengetahuan 

pertanian antargenerasi. 

 

Kata Kunci: Dinamika Sosial Ekonomi, Petani Karet, 

Perubahan Sosial, Desa Talang Sali, Tengkulak, Diversifikasi 

Mata Pencaharian 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Fenti elfina juita, 2223270004, Socio-Economic Dynamics of 

Rubber Farmers: A Study of the Talang Sali Village 

Community, East Seluma District, Seluma Regency 

 

This research is motivated by the socio-economic 

conditions of the Talang Sali Village community, which is highly 

dependent on rubber as its main source of livelihood, but faces 

pressure due to unstable price fluctuations. This instability not 

only impacts the economic aspect, but also triggers 

transformations in the social structure of the village community. 

The purpose of this study is to describe the socio-economic 

dynamics of rubber farmers and identify the forms of social change 

that have emerged in the lives of the Talang Sali Village 

community. This research method uses a descriptive qualitative 

approach with data collection techniques through field 

observations, in-depth interviews with seven rubber farmers, one 

middleman, and village officials, and documentation. Data validity 

was checked through source triangulation and technical 

triangulation based on the criteria of credibility, transferability, 

dependability, and confirmability. The results of the study 

indicate that the socio-economic dynamics of rubber farmers in 

Talang Sali Village are characterized by three main things. First, 

significant income fluctuations, with farmers' incomes currently 

ranging from Rp1,200,000 to Rp2,700,000 per month, down from 

Rp2,000,000 to Rp3,200,000 in the previous period, creating a 

cycle of structural economic vulnerability. Second, dependence on 

middlemen, which forms a patron-client relationship based on 

trust and debt bonds, structurally weakens farmers' bargaining 

position. Third, livelihood diversification as an adaptive strategy, 

with farmers undertaking side jobs such as construction labor, 

motorcycle taxis, and trading, albeit still informally. The forms of 

social change found include: a shift in livelihood patterns from 

sole dependence on rubber to non- agricultural work; a weakening 

of the value of mutual cooperation and changes in social relations 

that are increasingly transactional; and a shift in the orientation of 

the younger generation who are increasingly less interested in 
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continuing the profession of rubber farmers, thus threatening the 

sustainability of the transmission of agricultural knowledge 

between generations. 

 

 

Keywords: Socioeconomic Dynamics, Rubber Farmers, Social 

Change, Talang Sali Village, Middlemen, Livelihood 

Diversification 
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