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MOTTO

sl i 0 5y Wi
“Verily, in the remembrance of Allah hearts find rest.”

(Qur’an, Surah Ar-Ra'd 13:28)

“ALLa 3 A B R ey
“And whoever relies upon Allah - then He is sufficient for him.”

(Qur’an, Surah At-Talaq 65:3)

“Knowledge is a trust, effort is an act of worship, and the ultimate
outcome is a blessing from Allah.”

(Dira Erlianti)

vii



DEDICATIONS

In the name of Allah Subhanahu wa Ta'ala, the Most Gracious, the

Most Merciful. Through His abundant mercy, compassion, guidance,
assistance, and pleasure, the author was granted the strength to overcome
every stage of the process, face various challenges, and learn from each step
of the journey, until this humble work could finally be completed. No
achievement could have been attained without His will, and no difficulty
can be overcome without His help. May blessings and peace always be upon
the Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the best role
model who has brought the light of knowledge, noble character, and
guidance to all of humanity. With deep gratitude, respect, and love, the
author dedicates this humble work to:

1.

Allah Subhanahu wa Ta'ala, for all the Dblessings, mercy, and
compassion that have always accompanied the author’s life journey.
Thank You for gratniting ease in times of hardship, the peace You have
granted in the midst of anxiety, the strength You have bestowed when
the author began to feel weary, and for answering every prayer at the
time You deemed best.. Without Your permission, approval, and
assistance, the author would never have been able to reach this point.
My beloved parents, Father Ali Udin and Mother Asmara Sulasta, who
have always been a source of prayer and strength, and the greatest
reason for the author to keep striving. Thank you for every sacrifice
made with complete sincerity, love, and unceasing prayers, as well as
the unconditional love that has always strengthened the author’s steps.
To Abah, thank you for teaching the meaning of hard work,
responsibility, and perseverance through every struggle undertaken for
the family. To Umak, thank you for being the most comforting place to
come home to, always strengthening me with prayers, love, and warm
hugs whenever I’m tired. May this modest achievement bring you joy
and pride, Abah and Umak.

My two beloved sisters, Rita Herlina and Rina Sera Ramadani, thank
you for the prayers, care, support, and encouragement you’ve always
given me. Your presence has been a place to share stories, worries, and
happiness throughout every journey I’ve undertaken. May Allah
always bestow health, blessings, and happiness upon every step of your
lives.

My two nieces, Nesfia Devita and Deflin Revansyah Noverli, thank you
for being a source of happiness and encouragement for me. Your
laughter and cheerfulness always brought new energy during the
process of writing this thesis. May Allah always watch over you,
protect you, and grant you the best future.

viii



10.

My entire extended family, thank you for your prayers, care, and
support throughout my education, which enabled me to finally
complete this thesis. May Allah reward every act of kindness with
abundant blessings.

Myself, thank you for choosing not to give up. Thank you for
continuing to move forward even though this journey was filled with
exhaustion, tears, doubts, and various difficult challenges. Even when
your health took a turn for the worse and you had to go back and forth
for treatment for nearly a month, you still tried your best to finish what
you had started. Perhaps this journey didn’t always go according to
plan, but every step of the way has shaped you into a stronger person.
Today is proof that no effort, no matter how small, is ever truly in vain.
Dr. Fera Zasrianita, M.Pd., as my primary advisor, and Dr. Andriadi,
M.A., as my secondary advisor, thank you for your patience, time,
knowledge, motivation, as well as the guidance and direction you
provided throughout the process of writing this thesis. Every piece of
feedback, advice, and experience shared has been a valuable lesson,
and I will always carry them with me as a foundation for my future
academic journey and life.

My best friends, Melina Dwi Putri, SP.d, and Neni Septiani., thank you
for always being there in every chapter of my life both in times of joy
and when I feel tired. Thank you for the prayers, support, care, and
encouragement you never cease to offer. Your presence is one of the
most beautiful blessings Allah has bestowed upon me throughout my
life’s journey. May this friendship always endure and lead us toward a
better and more blessed future.

My fellow students during college: Hawinah, Fithrya Zuhri, Riski Nur
Anggraeni, Huzaimah Mudrika, Peni Thansi, Tiara Emiarti, Elly
Oktavia, Anita Jufriani, Putri Hirlianti, and Adinda Azzahroh Salsabilla
Alimi. Thank you for every moment we shared, your support, the
laughter, and the beautiful memories we’ve made together. Your
presence made this long journey feel lighter, more meaningful, and full
of color.

Finally, to the world of education, thank you for providing a space for
the author to learn, grow, and understand that every process holds
valuable lessons. May the knowledge gained during this journey benefit
many people and become a source of ongoing good deeds. The author
believes that everyone has their own timing. Success is not measured
solely by how quickly one reaches a goal, but by the courage to keep
getting back up, persevere, and move forward in the face of every
challenge encountered.

X



ABSTRACT

Dira Erlianti, SRN: 2223230033. Tittle of Thesis: “LANGUAGE
VARIATION BASED ON GENDER IDENTITY: A
SOCIOLINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF MALE AND
FEMALE NETIZEN COMMENTS ON
INSTAGRAM?”. Thesis, Study Program of Tadris Bahasa
Inggris, Faculty of Tarbiyah and Tadris.

Supervisors: 1. Dr. Fera Zasrianita, M.Pd. 2. Dr. Andriadi, M.A.

Language variation in digital communication is an important area of study
in sociolinguistics research because social media enables users to express
identity, build social relationships, and achieve various communicative
purposes through language. This study aims to identify the language
variations used by male and female netizens in Instagram comments,
analyze gender-based communication styles, and examine how language
reflects or challenges gender stereotypes in digital communication. This
study employed a qualitative descriptive method with a sociolinguistic
approach. The data consisted of 150 English comments collected from 15
Instagram posts. Data were gathered through digital documentation
(Instagram data scraping), language observation sheets, a sociolinguistic
analysis codebook, and field notes. The data were analyzed using the
interactive analysis model proposed by Miles, Huberman, and Saldana
(2014), including data collection, data condensation, data display, and
conclusions drawing/verifying. The findings show that both male and
female netizens use similar linguistic features, including word choices,
sentence structures, and linguistic expressions, but with different
communicative orientations. Male netizens tend to communicate
experiences, opinions, evaluations, and information more directly, whereas
female netizens emphasize emotions, appreciation, empathy, and
interpersonal support. Furthermore, Instagram comments not only reflect
traditional gender stereotypes but also challenge them. This study concludes
that language variation in digital communication is influenced by
communicative purposes and social context rather than gender alone,
making language a means of constructing identity and social relationships
in the digital space.

Keywords: Gender Identity; Instagram; Language Variation,
Sociolinguistic Analysis.
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ABSTRAK

Dira Erlianti, SRN: 2223230033. Judul Skripsi: “LANGUAGE
VARIATION BASED ON GENDER IDENTITY: A
SOCIOLINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF MALE AND
FEMALE NETIZEN COMMENTS ON
INSTAGRAM?”. Skripsi, Program Studi Tadris Bahasa
Inggris, Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Tadris.

Pembimbing: 1. Dr. Fera Zasrianita, M.Pd. 2. Dr. Andriadi, M.A.

Variasi bahasa dalam komunikasi digital merupakan salah satu kajian
penting dalam sosiolinguistik karena media sosial menyediakan ruang bagi
pengguna untuk mengekspresikan identitas, membangun hubungan sosial,
dan menyampaikan berbagai tujuan komunikasi melalui bahasa. Penelitian
ini bertujuan mengidentifikasi variasi bahasa yang digunakan oleh netizen
laki-laki dan perempuan pada kolom komentar Instagram, menganalisis
perbedaan gaya komunikasi berdasarkan gender, serta mengkaji bagaimana
penggunaan bahasa tersebut merefleksikan atau menantang stereotip gender
dalam komunikasi digital. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode deskriptif
kualitatif dengan pendekatan sosiolinguistik. Data penelitian berupa 150
komentar berbahasa Inggris yang diambil dari 15 unggahan Instagram. Data
dikumpulkan melalui dokumentasi digital (Instagram data scraping),
lembar observasi bahasa, buku kode analisis sosiolinguistik, dan catatan
analisis (field notes). Data dianalisis menggunakan model analisis interaktif
Miles, Huberman, dan Saldana (2014) yang meliputi pengumpulan data,
kondensasi data, penyajian data, serta penarikan/pengujian kesimpulan.
Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa netizen laki-laki dan perempuan
sama-sama menggunakan variasi pilihan kata, struktur kalimat, dan ekspresi
linguistik, tetapi dengan orientasi komunikasi yang berbeda. Netizen laki-
laki cenderung berorientasi pada penyampaian pengalaman, pendapat,
evaluasi, dan informasi secara langsung, sedangkan netizen perempuan
lebih menonjolkan ekspresi emosi, apresiasi, empati, dan dukungan
interpersonal. Selain itu, penggunaan bahasa dalam komentar Instagram
tidak hanya merefleksikan stereotip gender tradisional, tetapi juga
menunjukkan adanya upaya untuk menantangnya. Penelitian ini
menyimpulkan bahwa variasi bahasa dalam komunikasi digital dipengaruhi
oleh tujuan komunikatif dan konteks sosial daripada gender semata,
sehingga bahasa menjadi sarana untuk membangun identitas serta
memaknai relasi sosial di ruang digital.

Kata kunci: Analisis Sosiolinguistik, Identitas Gender; Instagram; Variasi
Bahasa.
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